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A 8 you wwere pleaſed to hear the following S E RMON 
when preached with reſpectful attention, and ſeveral of 
you defired it might be printed, it ts _ dedicated to you, 
avith earneſt prayer, that GOD will bles whatever is 
| conſonant to hit will in it, to the edification 7 yourſelves, 

your families, and an.. 


1 am, my worthy Friends, 
Your ropeaful, aſecbionate, 
And lumble fervant, 
W. ELLIS. 
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Title page, after the name of the Author, read M. A. 


Page 42, line 19, for blank read black. | 
Page 43, line 19, for ſecond evening, read ſecond Sunday evenings 


Page 46, line 10, for county read country. 
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Iſaiah, chap. Iviii. ver. 13 and 14. 
Tf thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy pleaſure on my holy day; and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour- 
able; and ſhalt honour him, not domg thine 
own. ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor 
ſpeaking thine own words then ſhalt thou de- 
light thyſelf in the Lord; and I will cauſe thee 
to ride uon the, high places of the earth ; and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy Father: 
Af the mouth of the Lord hath Holen i. 


HE 8 e in this chapter to be 
rouſed by a new portion of the Divine in- 
fluence, to cenſure with the boldeſt freedom and 
the keeneſt ſeverity, that want of ſincere and 


_ zealous piety which was found in the houſe of 


Jacob, notwithſtanding the ſhew of decency and 


_ regularity which remained among them; and in 


which they flattered themſelves, they had done ; 
enough to ſecure the Divine favour; tho' clouds 


B | of 


* 


1 
of misfortune, the marks of God's s diſpleaſure, 
ſtill ſurrounded them. | 


In order to an effectual reformation, he re- 
proves their abuſe, and redtifies their notion, 
of thoſe great inſtruments of holineſs, Faſts and 
Sabbaths: to the due uſe of which, he declares 
himſelf authorized from the mouth of the Lord, 
to invite and encourage, by numerous promiſes 
of a moſt copious and comfortable import. 


How properly theſe two ſolemnities are claſſed 
together by the Prophet, might be eaſily ſhewn 
by a comparative view, in which would it appear 
that they concur in accompliſhing the true 
Iſraelites, the ſervants of God, in whom he will 
delight, and upon whom he will ſhower down the 
promiſed bleſſings. For as a day of faſting is 
a folemn time for the eſtabliſhment of purpoſes 
and methods to expel whatever is vicious out of 
| the ſoul; fo is the Sabbath for increaſing and 
confirming habits of godlineſs and virtue in 
it. As the one is a day for a man to afflict has 
feud by cutting off and deſtroyi ing * the thorn and 


Ch. br. ver. 48. A 
the 
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the briar, every noxious production of fin, 
every odious temper of the natural man; ſo is 
the other a day for a man to delight himſelf in the 
Lord, by planting, nurturing, and training the 
myrtle and the fir-tree, every amiable and virtu- 
ous affeQtion of the renewed mind, which tends 
to make the ſoul truly the garden of the Lord. 
And by the due uſe of both, ſhall * every plant 
which our heavenly Father hath not planted, be 
rooted uþ, and every thing be done to the ſoil 

of the heart, which ſhall make it that good ground, 
wherein the feed of eternal life will ſpring up, and 
bear fruit an hundred-fold f. 


Some of my auditors may perhaps think, 
that a diſcourſe on the duty of the Sabbath, is 
not very proper for a day of thankſgiving; and 


that the very mention of faſlzng is altogether fo- 
reign to its purpoſe. But if we conſider the 
peace lately concluded (tho a juſt occaſion of 
thankfulneſs to the Divine ſparing mercy, yet) 
as no matter of triumph, but rather of mortifica- 
tion; Hit may be no ill uſe of this day's ſolem- 


* Match. xv. 13. 1 Match. xiii. 8. 
B 2 nity, 


3 -S 


n 


= as * 
28888 „ 


Iz — — 


1 


nity, ſeriouſſy to turn our thoughts to the cauſes 

productive of ſuch a peace, and the means by 

which the calamities of the Re war might have 
been prevented. FE Th ore 


-- 


Here 1 would not be underſtood a as intending 
to diſcuſs the conduct of our ſuperiors who di- 


rected the war, or of thoſe who negotiated the 


peace. I do not mean to inſinuate i in any de- 
gree, whether the peace is, or is not, the beſt 


that political wiſdom could procure for us. 1 


| ſhall have an eye to cauſes of another kind; and 


ſuppoſe that it is a better peace than we de- 


ſerved, and the beſt, that the judge of all the 


carth, the ſupreme difpoſer of A dots weld 
r us to 8 825 R ih 0 1.6 


When a nation has 3 vifi ted ye Hear aſter year, 


with a ſucceſſion of diſaſters, terminating in a 
peace which has {tripped it of much honour and 
many” territories, and lubjetted i it to a grievous 
(tho' neceſſary) burden of taxes; every ſerious 
man will conchude {like David! in a fomewha? 


fimilar caſe ) it is for ſome ah fin, ufire! 


73 2 Sam. xxi· 1. 
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1 
pented of and unforſaken. Upon the preſent 
occaſion however, we need not enquire of "the 
Lord, as David did, what the moſt loudly crying 


ſin of this nation has of late years been; every 


man's obſervation, or. conſcience, may at once 
inform him, —it 1s---the profanation of the Sab- 
bath, 


And would to God, that this our nation had 
Pt PT Fas ker et of the Prophet as de- 


livered to them, as well as to the houſe of Jacob! 


That they had read, marked, learned, and in- 


wardly digeſted it! (for it made a part of our 
worſhip on every one of our public faſts during 


the late war) then ſhould we. have called, and the 
| Lord would have anſwered then ſhould we have 


cryed, for ſucceſs, In war, for an honourable and 


permanent peace, for all the bleſſings we wanted, 
and he would have, ſaid, Here J am, ready 10 
* hear, and grant all your petitions.'® 


, 


But 1 propoſe to conſider at 3 only 


the latter al the Prophet's ſermon; in which 


* Iſaiah wii ver 9. ; 
| yy 5 he 


* 
he ſhews,---firſt, how the Sabbath is to be duly 


kept ;---and ſecondly, what on * the reward 
of thus keeping it. 


0 The obſervance of the lh oat 
have been, and ever will be (among thoſe to 
whom a revelation has been vouchſafed) one of 
the great characteriſtics which conſtitute the dif- 
ference between people of ſome real religion, 
and people of no religion at all. Indeed. this 
Prophet in another place, ſeems to compre- 
hend the whole. of our duty towards God and 
towards our neighbour, when he fays, Bleſjed ts 
the man that doeth this, and the ſon of man that 
layeth hold on it ; that keepeth the Sabbath from fol- 
luling it, and keepeth his hand from doing any 
evil. And tho' the appointment of the Sabbath 
was poſitive, and by the revealed command of 
God, yet the uſe and deſign of it is highly mo- 
ral, tending to the perfection of our ſouls and 

ol their happineſs. 5 5 


That the wiſe and good Creator of all things 
cit be remembered, adored,” and be loved by 


» Chap. lvi. ver. 2. 


| all | 


— — U —ů—— — 


CES: 
all his rational creatures upon earth, it was ne- 
ceſſary that there ſhould be fixed returns of pro- 


* 


per ſeaſons when this might be done. And 


agreeable to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
Creator was the appointment of one day in ſeven 


for this purpoſe. He who knew our frame, and 


whereof we are made, knew that the foul would 
grow brutiſh and ſenſual, if not frequently with- 
drawn from the purſuits of its groſſer companion, 
taught to recollect its affinity to God, and to 
_ aſpire after its own better portion in the enjoy- 
ment of himſelf; and therefore calls it at certain 
periods to ſoar on the wings of Divine contem- 
plation : yet remembring at the ſame time that 
our bodies are but duft, he mildly allows the ra- 


tional foul to contrive for the preſervation of | 


its helpleſs partner ; and conſidering that the 
corruptible body preſſeth down the ſoul, he calls us 
not too often nor too long, to muſe on heavenly 
things. Thus he preſerves the fire of the ſoul 
from being extinguiſhed by the earth of the body, 
and the body from being conſumed * the ar- 
dour of the foul. 
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Theſe reaſons for the appointment of the Sab- 
bath muſt have exiſted ever ſince the firſt ex- 
iſtence of man; and therefore we may ſuppoſe 


the obſervance of it began at the ſame time. 


Accordingly Moſes tells us, that when the 
Creator reſted from his work on the 7th day, 


ke Bleſſed that day and ſanclified it; i. e. he ſet 
| apart every retur n of it for his creatures to c on- 


template his works and adore fir au author, 


i 


But Chr: oſtrans have new Kay additional motiy es 


10 this duty of ſanctifying the Sabbath. They 


have nobler benefits to meditate upon than were 


known to the world before ; they have a new as 
well as an old Creation to celebrate; not only 


the ſor rmation, but the redemption of man to 


rejoice in; not only a firſt but alſo a ſecond 
birth- day to Keep, when they were begotten again 


to a lintly hope of immortality by the reſurretion of 
Griſt from the dead. 5 oe 


And theſe faperior benefits, that hi inight 


make a deeper, * on our minds have 


Sen, ii. 3. + 1 Pet. i. 3. . 
| | occalioned 


- 
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occaſioned an alteration of the day on which the 


Sabbath is to be kept. The Son of God, (by 
whom God at firſt made the worlds) when he 


condeſcended to become the Son of Man, that he 


might create us anew to good works, aſſerted him- 
ſelf to be Lord of the Sabbath, and declared him- 


ſelf to be the Son of God with power by the reſur- 
rection from the dead. He having therefore | 


power to change the day, we may conclude that 
his diſciples upon his authority, and not without 
it, obſerved the firſt inſtead of the ſeventh day 


of the week, in commemoration of the glorious 


* work which he had then finiſhed upon earth. 


( On which account it ſeems likewiſe to have been 


called the Lord s day.) And that they had his 
ſanQtion for ſo doing, appears from his bleſſing 


their aſſemblies on this day with his preſence 


ſeveral times after his reſurrection; and from 
the accompliſhment of his great promiſe of the 
miraculous; deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, when 


they were met together after . his aſcenſion, on 
a moſt remarkable return of the ſame day, that 


on which fell the feaſt of Pentecoſt, which as 
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the learned obſerve was the day on which God 


delivered the law from Mount Sinai ; and now 


that alſo on which the goſpel was publiſhed with 
ſuch glorious power as would ſecure its ſucceſs 
in the world. 


Where two or three are gathered together 
in his name, there our Lord promiſes till 
to be with them, The Sabbath therefore gives 
Chriſtians the beſt opportunity of enjoying 
this gracious and important n to the end of 
the world. 


Having premiſed theſe general remarks upon 
the Sabbath, I proceed to conſider the particular 
rules which the Prophet gives us for the due ob- 
ſervance of it. g 


Firſt, he rays we muſt zurn our foot from the 
Sabbath. Needleſs journeys, either for buſineſs 
or pleaſure, muſt not be taken on the Sabbath. 
They are conſidered as trampling on the ordi- 

nance of God; they ſhew an open contempt of 


his name and authority 1755 in the moſl dire man- 
ner : 
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ner they fruſtrate the intention of the Sabbath. 
For if the body be travelling from place to place, 
thro' a variety of ſcenes or companies, how can 
the ſoul be ſeriouſly fixed in attention to God 
and his worſhip ? ſtillneſs and reſt of the body are 
neceſſary, that the ſoul may not be interruptedꝰ 
in hearing the voice of Divine inſtruQtion. If 
our feet ſtand not in the houſe of God, how 
can our bodies be there preſented to him in that 
ſervice which is ſo reaſonably due to him? when 
the feet wander abroad in forbidden paths, the 
thoughts, like the eyes of Solomon's fool, will be 
in the ends of the earth; diſperſed as far as poſſi- 
ble from the proper ſubject of the day. It has 
been queſtioned what was a Sabbath-day's Jour- 
ney among the Jews; but if we would know 
what it ſhould be among Chriſtians, I apprehend, 
it is that, and that only, whether long or ſhort, 
which cannot be ſet aſide without great incon- 
venience. 


* Proverbs xvii, 24. 
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But if the foot muſt be kept from the path of 
buſineſs, much more from that of pleaſure at 
this ſacred ſeaſon. Therefore the Prophet adds, 


from doing thy pleaſure on my holy day. The foot 


of levity is ſtill more impudent than that of la- 


bour. To let our feet run to the ſcene of mirth 


or gaiety, when the Lord of the whole earth com- 
mands us to his folemn aſſembly, is, like the pro- 


fane ſons of Eli, to kick at the appointment of 


God. And whether it be our own feet, or the 
feet of others, of men or of beaſts, that carry us 


to our pleaſure, the guilt is ſtill the ſame; or 


rather, the more feet we employ to do our plea- 
ſure to the neglett of God's pleaſure, the more 
aggravated is our abuſe of God's holy day. His 
mercy had in view the comfort of fervants, and 
even of brutes, in this inſtitution ; that thy fer- 
vant and wy cattle (fays he) may 2 as well as 


thou. 


What till heightens this way of abuſing the 


Sabbath is, when it is practiſed by thoſe whom 
God has bleſſed with wealth, and leiſure to en- 


Joy 
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joy abundant recreation at any other time. And 


ſhall not the more wanton and wilful offenders 
meet with accumulated vengeance ?— but they 


ſeem as if they would flee from the lightening 
of Divine reproofs by the ſwiſtneſs of their horſes, 
and drown the thunder of Divine threatnings by 
the ratthng of their chariots, | 


If there are any preſent who offend in this 
point, they perhaps affett to hear me now with 


- contempt ; but if they perſiſt thus proudly to 


diſhonour God upon his day, there will come a 


day when the loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, 


and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low ; and 


the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day.* 


In a word, they who will not, out of reverence 


to God, turn away their foot from abuſing his 


Sabbath, whether by buſineſs or pleaſure, might 


as well turn their backs at once upon him,---But | 


we muſt not only abſtain from polluting the Sab- 
bath by the fore-mentioned ways; we mult not 


N | * Iſaiah ii. 17. 5 
5 negatively 


14 ] 
negatively and filently keep it; we muſt openly 
profeſs our reverence for it, and ſatisfaction in 


it, we mult call the Sabbath g delight, the holy of 
the Lord, and honourable. 


— 


tr , 

We muſt never be aſhamed of declaring our- 
ſelves on God's fide, amidſt a profane generation. 
Profeſſion is a neceſſary mark, tho' not an infal- 
lible evidence that we belong to God. While 
others ſay, what a wearineſs is itꝰ we ſhould 
own that we take delight in approaching unto God ; 
our whole converſation muſt declare our willing- 
neſs and gladneſs to ſpend this day to the ho- 

nour of God, and the advantage of our ſouls. 

We muſt aſſert, whatever others ſay, that the 

day is ſacred, the holy of the Lord, and not to be 
encroached upon by our own concerns; and 
reſolve (whatever others do) that as for us and 
our houſes, we will ſerve the Lord upon it. We 
are to call it an honourable day ; we muſt eſteem 
ourſelves highly honoured in having a day ap- 
pointed, when God will accept of the honour we 
_ endeavour 


E 


endeavour to pay him; when the rich and poor 


meet together in his houſe, and the Lord vouch- 
ſafes to acknowledge himſelf the maker, preſerver 
and ſaviour of them all ; when the King of Hea- 
ven gives public audience to the loweſt, as well 
as to the higheſt of his ſubjects. This ſurely is a 
moſt honourable day; and let us ever call it ſo, 


as we hope for the favour of God. 


We may indeed go ſo far as to take a delight in 
approaching unto God in outward things, without 
being able to delight ourſelves in God himſelf; we 
may delight to know his ways, and yet not be fo 
happy as to delight in doing them; we may ſeem 
to be, and fancy ourſelves to be 4 nation that 
do righteouſneſs, and forſake not the ordinances of 
our God. So did the houſe of Jacob; and fo 
faſt aſleep were they in this ſelf-flattering dream, 
that God ſaw it neceſſary to ſend his prophet to 
them to cry aloud, and ſpare not, but lift up his 
like à trumpet, to awake them thoroughly, in 
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order to ſhew them their ronſgreſe ons and their 


fin ns.* 


Accordingly. the prophet here Ho. and 
[halt honour him ; i. e. really, earneſtly, and 
completely ; not in profeſſion and appearance 


only. 


And to ſhew how aciaty and ſolemnly God 
expects us to honour him upon his holy day, 
the prophet inſiſts on three particular prohi- 
bitions, by- which we are altogether prevented 
from living to ourſelves, to our own honour, 
profit, or pleaſure, at this time; not doing thine 
own. ways, nor finding the Ne Own Pleaſure, nor 


ſpeaking thine own words. 


And this negative manner of ſpeaking; 
ſtrongly implies a poſitive obligation to the oppo- 
ſite datics; otherwiſe we cannot honour God in 
the way that he will approve and reward : whofo 
efereil me thanks and. praiſe (God himſelf tells 


” 


*.Ver. I. 
us) 


1 


us) he honoureth me; and to him that ordereth 
his converſation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation 
of God.* As we are not to do our own ways, nor 
find our own pleaſure, nor ſpeak our own words, 
we muſt praftiſe, delight in, and diſcourſe of, 
his ways, the things that pleaſe him; we muſt 


meditate upon his ways of dealing with us, 
and on the ways that lead to his acceptance ; 


otherwiſe we ſhall miſs of happineſs, and find, 


when it is too late, that our ways are not his 


ways, nor our thoughts his thoughts.T 


But by not doing our own ways, it is more ex- 
preſsly meant to reſtrain us from exerciſing our 
ſeveral occupations, or doing any ſecular bu- 
fnels tending to profit or ceconomy. And, in- 

_ deed, tis impoſlible they. ſhould promote the 
honour of God, who have not faith enough to 


truſt to his providence one day in ſeven; and 


whoſe minds are ſo diſtracted with worldly cares, 


that they cannot attend to the buſineſs of God's 
day. > hs 


, + If. Iv. 8. 
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It has been ſaid by ſome pious perſons, that 
they who duly honour God upon his day, proſ- 
per moſt in their worldly affairs. Whether this 


be always the caſe or not, it is moſt certainly 


and conſtantly true, that they who do heir own 
ways, and not the ways of God upon his day, 
cannot proſper in their eternal intereſt. But 
that the laſt is leaſt valued by many among us, 


is very evident from the ſounding of ſcales and 


weights that may be heard from within the halt- 


opened ſhops; the many bearers of bur- 
dens, and loaded horſes that we meet in the 


high roads; the many perſons we ſee in 
their working: apparel, without the leaſt ſenſe of 
ſhame, or fear of rebuke, on the Lord's day. 
Let thoſe, who chooſe to do their own ways 
all the days of their life think, what will ye do 
in the end thereof 2 * Ye ſhall eat the fruit of your 


0wn, way, and be filled with your own devices. \ 


Next, the prophet tells us, we muſt honour 
God, by not finding our own pleaſure on his holy 


Jer. v. 31. + Prov. 1. 31. 


da. 
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„ 
day. He bad before reſtrained us from ſeek- 
ing it with our feet abroad; here he further re- 


ſtrains us from finding it at home, where it may 
be near at hand to find. And moſt highly rea- 
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ſonable is this reſtraint. He who gives us ſix 
days, to be ſpent chiefly in providing for our 
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own moderate comfort, neceſſary convenience, 
and innocent pleaſure, has a right to demand that 
the whole (if poſſible) of the ſeventh ſhould be 


devoted to his pleaſure. God has not reſtrained 
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us from our honeſt occupations that we may 

2 pend his day of reſt in indolence or levity. 
Vacancy of mind is not the end of this reſt ; 
tho' it is one of the means to be uſed towards its 
end. The mind is to be emptied of its © low- 
thoughted cares,” and poor carnal amuſements, 
that it may be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord,* of his nature and his will, of his holi- 
neſs, juſtice, and mercy ; that we may be in- 
ſtructed in the manner, and acquire the habit of 
well. pleaſing him in all things. 


® If. xi. 9. 


„„ 0 
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Tho' our own pleaſure be of an innocent 
| kind in itſelf, yet let us think, what a daring 
| affront it muſt be to the Almighty God, to do 

[| | "7" by choice upon that day which he calls hzs 
day, his holy day, which he has ſanQified and 

i ſeparated from every profane or common pur- 

poſe. But, I believe, it will generally be 


| | found, that when we chooſe to do our own 
pleaſure on his holy day, tho' it may begin 
i | with what is innocent in itſelf, it does not end 


Bb there. If we are careleſs in obeying God, we 
| | mall ſoon be careleſs in diſobeying him; if ve 
| incline to thoſe who negle& to honour him, we 
are in great danger of going over to thoſe, who 
openly diſhonour him : and they muſt be igno- 


| | rant of Satan's devices, who ſuppoſe it not caſy 
in for him to preveil upon thoſe who lightly geen 
* God, to deſpiſe him alſo. | 
| | And here it is grievous to think, how many 
1}. are the perſons among us, who, while they 
[ | neglea to honour God in public, are finding 
Bs h˖eir own low brutiſh pleaſure, in ſleep, or mere 


I} ſenſeleſs inaftivity, at home; if not abroad in 
| = | | the 
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the reſorts of the drunkard. This charge ſalls 
heavy upon the common people. And this is 
one of the ſcandalous cauſes that our churches 
(in this manufacturing country) are ſo empty 
every Lord's day in the morning. Another 
cauſe of it is, that many make it a conſtant 
cuſtom to have a newly dreſſed or more plenti- 
ful repaſt on Sundays than on other days; and 
by this means many ſervants are kept at home, 
and otherwiſe prevented from a due obſervance 
of the Sabbath. But the blame of this God will 
impute chiefly to the heads of families. 


In anſwer to this, ſome will plead, that every 
Sunday in the year is a feſtival : True, it is fo; 
not for the regaling of the body, but of the ſoul. 
As the Chriſtian religion is more ſpiritual and 
refined than the Jewiſh, and as we have more 
noble ſubjects to employ our thoughts upon, we 
have more need of leiſure on the Sabbath for 
that purpoſe, than they had: and ſurely. the mi- 
racle by which the manna gathered on the ſixth. 
day was increaſed and preſerved tor the Sab- 
bath, was not intended for the inſtruction of 

that 


|| & | 6 [ 22 | 

I that age and generation alone. See (ſays Moſes) 
for that the Lord hath given you the Sabbath. he 
| grveth you on the ſixth day the bread of two days; 
| hake, therefore, that ye will bake, and feethe that 
ye will ſeethe, and that which remaineth over, lay 
1% for you until the morrow.* l 


If any ſerious perſons think I am extending 
the rule too far, I carneſtly intreat them to bear 
in mind the following truths. The grand inten- 
tion of the Sabbath is, that we may have the 
better opportunity of learning how to glorify 


may be lawful on this day, which may not be 
expedient : many things may be done upon an 
emergency, which would be criminal if done 
cultomarily: many things may be in themſelves 
even virtuous and laudable; which, if done 


; 
| | and enjoy God for ever. Many things then 
| 


upon this day, will hinder the duc improvement 
of it to its own nobler purpoſes. God would 
have us chooſe the things that pleaſe him, each in 
its proper time and place; and therefore what 
1 tends moſt directly to his honour, on his holy day. 
| * Exod, xvi. 23. 
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But if contrary to our proper choice, any work 

of neceſſity, or labour of love preſent itſelf, if 
there be any ſon or daughter of Abraham,* or of 

Adam, whom we can unlooſe from the bonds of 

their aflliction, any beaſt to have its thirſt al- 

layed, or its life reſtored from jeopardy.--then 

we may underſtand that our gracious God would 
for that time have mercy and not ſacrifice. 


In a word, let us with real ſincerity of heart 
keep the ſpirit and deſign of the Sabbath in our 
view, and we ſhall not fall into either extreme, 
that of Jewiſh ſuperſtition, or modern pro- 
faneneſs. | 


Laſliy, we muſt honour God, by not fheaking 
our own words upon his holy day. This, tho 
the laſt, is not the leaſt difficult reſtraint which 
the Sabbath lays upon us. St. James tell us, 
if any man offend not in word, the ſame is à per- 
ect man, and able to bridle the whole body. 


Friendly ſociety is not forbidden on this day; 
yet thence ariſes no ſmall danger: for in com- 

* Luke xiii. 16. + Matt. xii. 7 

pany 
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pany, the tongue mult neceſſarily be often in 


motion ; and if not guarded with great care, it 
will inſenſibly lead us to tranſgreſs this com- 


mand. The tongue, when it utters the thoughts 


of the heart juſt as they ariſe, is the grand pro- 
claimer of man's fallen and degenarate ſtate. 
And as words beget ſimilar thoughts, both in 
our own and other minds, and theſe are quickly 
born into words, if not prevented, they ſoon 


become a numerous race. As ſpeech. then is 


the birth of thought, all bad thoughts ſhould be 
ſtilled in the womb of the mind; otherwiſe theſe 
daughters of men will ſoon corrupt the ſons of 


Cad, thoſe pure and heavenly thoughts, which 


are the offspring of the holy ſpirit. 


Thus the tongue, if unwiſely managed, may 
ſoon produce @ world of iniguity; but if rightly 
uſed to the honour of God, it will be in truth 


our glory, and the beſt member that we have. 


And ſhall not this Aiſtioguiſhiog "ik be ne- 
crated to his ſervice at leaſt one ſeventh of our 
time? Now ſociety may be made very ſubſer- 


vient 


23 0 
vient to this end: for they that fear the Lurk, | 


will ſpeak often one to another,* eſpecially on 
his day, of kis ways, his will, and his word. 
And let the word of Chriſt (ſays the Apoſtle) 
dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, teaching and ad- 
moniſſiing one another ;F and ſpeaking to yourſebves 
in "pfalms and hymns and ſprritual ſongs. We 
| ought to ſpeak (and ſpeak from the heart) the 
grateful ſenſe we have of God's wiſe and kind 
inſtitutions ; of the methods of his providence, 
grace, and love, in the diſpenſations of crea- 
tion, preſervation, and redemption; and the 
comfort we find in the uſe and contemplation - 
of them. Theſe will be proper ſubjeQs of our 
converſation upon the ſacred day, with our 
friends and families in private. | 


More eſpecially in his temple doth every man 
(every religious man) heal of his honour, and 
' praiſe him in the great congregation. How ex- 
cellent an example does holy David give us in 
this reſpeft. I was glad (ſays he) when they ſaid 


* Mal. iii. 16. 1 Col. Ui. 16. 
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unto me, we will go into the houſe. of the Lord ; for 
(days he, in another Pſalm) one day in thy courts 
ig better than a thouſand ; becauſe, Bleſſed are 
ticy that dwell in thy houſe, they. will be alway 
praiſing thee. There certainly Hall every good 
man conſtantly reſort, to the end that. his glory 
may ſing praiſe to God and not be ſilent ; and 
there ſhall he ſay, O Lord my God, I will give 


thanks unto thee for ever.“ 


Let us now enquire what will be he reward 


of thus keeping the Sabbath. 


Firſt, the Prophet tells us—then /halt thou de- 
licht thyſe If in the Lord. From what has been 
ſaid, we ſee, how neceſſary it is, that we learn 
to delight in the ordinances of God, before we 
can delight in God himſelf. The duty na- 
turally leads to the reward. All the ordinances | 
of God are indeed in themſelves, favours, 
honours, and bleſſings; that of the Sabbath 

clpecially, by which be deſigns to promote our 
"reliſh lor fs company, in wife preſence i 2s | ife; 


FL xxx. 13. 
: : Our 
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our delight in him, who is the inexhauſtible 
fountain of peace and joy; our eſteem of hi; 
friendſhip, who is able to do for us above all that 
we can af or thank. 


$ 


But I will not pretend to convey to your | 
minds the full ſenſe of this moſt gracious pro- | | 
miſe; for (fays the inſpired Prophet himſelf) [ 


fince the beginning of the world, men have not 
heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the 
exe ſeen, O God, beſides thee; what thou haſt pre- . 

fared for him-that waiteth for thee.* This ſeems N 
to comprehend the final reward in the world to 
come: : but even in this world (ſays the Pro- 
phet) thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, and worketh 
righteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy; ways. 

And how does God meet us in theſe his ways ? 
By being i in the midſt of thoſe, who are gathered 
together in has name: : He will be there (ſays 
6 Biſhop Beyeridge) i in another manner than he 
« is elſewhere, bleſſing what. 1s done there, and 
« thoſe who do it ; for i in all | Hlaces where T Te 
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* cord my name (ſays God himſelf) I will come 
* unto thee, and I will bleſs thee ;* by bfting up 
the light of his countenance upon us: by filling our 
hearts with conſolation, and good hope of his ac- 


ceptance through Jeſus Chriſt ; by his ſpirit wit- 


neſſi ing with our ſpirit that we are children of 


| God; by giving us that peace which the world 


can neither give nor take away, the peace of God, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding. 


But are there not ſome perſons preſent, ready 
to ſay within themſelves, * and is this the great 
reward for ſo ſcrupulous an exaftnefs in keep- 
ing the Sabbath? I do not find it warm my 
heart, nor ſtimulate me to the laborious duty.“ 
This is too fad a proof that you are not fuf- 
ficiently acquainted. with God; and therefore 


take as little fatisfaction in him, as you do in 


the viſits and converſation of thoſe with whom 


you are neceffitated to keep up ſome formal in- 
tercourſe. O righteous Father, (exclaims the 


heavenly- minded Jefus) {he world hath not known 


thee! they know not ther infinite obligations to 


thee, 


L 29 J 


thee, nor thine ineffable love to. them, therefore 


they cannot glorify thee, nor delight- in thee : Bat 


to them who in their hearts draw near to God, 
to them he vill · more and mort manifeſt himſelf 
as the delightful ſubject of their thoughts and 
meditations, and the delightful object of their 
beſt affections; till by the pious, uſe of his 


| Sabbaths upon earth, they are made meet to be 


partakers of the eternal glorious Sabbatiſin, a 
nich  remdineth ws the. OE / God in 
Heauen. li 8 


And here the original word, which I hve 


literally rendered Sabbatiſm, plainly intimates. 


to us, that unleſs we can take Pleaſure in the 
due uſe of the Sabbath here, we could never 
enjoy Heaven, ik we ſhould arrive at it; for 
Heaven confiſts in an uninterrupted glorifits 


tion of God, and fpiritual enjoyment of hirn. 


If then we find within our fouls nothing of this 
| reliſh for the buſineſs of the Sabbath, we may 
well be ſtartled, as a young lady I have heard 
of, once was, by opening a little book, in 


h which 
* Heb. iv. 9. | 
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it 30 1 
| which theſe lines (of a 1 8 deſeriding Heaven) 
met her eyes,— . 


And Sabbaths have no end“. 
She cried Gut, Good God, then what ſhall 
1138 I do there?” This conviction of her unqua- 
| lified fate, was (under divine grace) the occa- 
it on of her effectual reſolution to obtain the ne- 
i} ceſſary diſpoſition. We muſt, my brethren, 
4 carry a freight of heavenly mindedneſs with 
ce us into Heaven, or elſe Heaven will never 
1 | * bea have of bliſs to us.” 


7 " k 2 1 


N The ſecond part of the nd] is 1 1 ant 
{HIS cauſe thee 71 Tide upon r the high places of the earth. 
This ſeems, in its literal meaning, to be a pro- 
miſe of temporal honour, extenſive dominion, 
„ and ſecure poſſeſſion of territories, to. the ſeed 
of Jacob as a nation. If then the divine diſ- 
penfaions are at this day according to the, pat- 
terns of things in the facred records, -if as Iſ- 
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1 
rael (when hypocritical in his faſts, and care- 
leſs and profane in his Sabbaths) was deprived 
of this particular bleſſing. does not the ſame 
God call us a people whoſe faſts and whoſe Sab- 
baths have, been abuſed in like manner? For he 
ſeems to ſay to us, © Britons ſhall no more ride 


in the high places of America.“ And tho? 


great thankfulneſs ſhould attend the return of 
the great bleſſing of peace, and the ceſſation of 
human bloodſhed, yet we cannot forbear making 
the mortifying reflection, what the Britiſh em- 
pire once was! More than ten tribes are re- 
volted; Judah and Iſrael are alienated from 
each other, and become two ſeparate nations. 


* 


Not that the Lord's hand was ſhortened that it 


could not ſave us from this diſhonour ; nor as 
has ear heavy, that it could nc: hear, when we 


faſted and prayed on this account: Eut our ini- 


 quities have ſeparated "between us and our Cod, a 
and cauſed an irremediable diſſention between 
us and our brethren; and our ſins have hid his 
A from us that he would not hear, ſo as to re- 


N concile 
. Wis,” So 3 


2 Ps. — 


17 J 

2 11188 | eoncile and unite us again. Vet though he has 
viſited our ſins with a rod, and our iniquities with 
ſcourges, yet bleſſed be his goodneſs, he has not 

_ utterly taken from us his loving kindneſs, nor ſuf- 
fered his faithful care of us to fail. Inſtances of 
which are, he, putting an end to the raging and 
devouring fire of war, which was kindled againſt 
us on every ſide, and giving us reſt from all our 

5 numerous and potent enemies round about ; his 

ö 14 making our fields now ſtand fo thick with corn, 

144k that they ſeem indeed to laugh and fing; and his 

177 ſhewing us that he is ready (if our fins pre- 

114 vent him not) to pour us out bleſſings of various 

| Kinds, in ſuch abundance, that there Aae not ve 

| | room _ to receive them.* 
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vn Let us then be admoniſhed, and fin no more, 
leſt worſe things come unto us than have yet be- 
fallen us; leſt we experience what another pro- 
phet threatens ; but if ye will not hearken unto me 
to hallow the Sabbath-day, and not to bear a burden 
even entering in at the gates of Jeruſalem on the 


1” Mal. iii. 10. 


Sabbat h- 


E043 


Sabbath-day, then will I kindle a fire in the gates 


thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeru- 
falem, and it ſhall not be quenched.* 


If this promiſe has alſo a ſpiritual meaning, 
(which is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, as the other 
two certainly have) it may ſuggeſt to us that | 


conqueſt over the world through faith, that ſu- 

perior dignity of ſoul through grace, and that 
elevated hope through the due uſe of this di- 
vine ordinance, by which the truly religious 
man lives above the world, ſets his affeflions on 

Heavenly, and not on earthly things, and in all his 
proſpetts looks at, and advances towards fe 
everlaſting halls. 


| Laſtly, the due rer of the Sabbath are 
promiſed, that they ſhall be fed with the heri- 
tage of Jacob their father. Thoſe to whom the 
Prophet addreſſes himſelf, either were in cap- 
tivity in Babylon, or if they till inhabited Ca- 
naan, they did not eat the good of the land, but 
it was devoured and deſolated by ſtrangers in their 


jer. xvii. 27. | + Gen. xlix. 26. 
34 preſence; 


— 
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[ 34 ] 
prefence ;* To that it became in effect no Ca- 
naan to them; it ceaſed to be a land flowing with 
mulk and honey, and the glory of all lands, t ſuch 


as was promiſed to the pious race of Jacob; 


becauſe they were now degenerated into a ſtu- 
pid inconſiderate I ſeed of evil doers. Never- 
theleſs, a reſtoration of them to their Canaan, 
or, of their Canaan to its former perfection, is 
promiſed upon their due obſervance of the Sab - 
bath. But, alas ſhall Britons ever be fed 


again with the heritage which their forefathers 


once poſſeſſed in America? Or. ſhall even 


the country, whole narrow bounds we now 
inhabit, be again bleſſed with all its former 


ſtrength, and wealth, and commerce? 


The contempt which this nation ſhews to- 


wards all the divine ordinances, that of the Sab- 


bath in particular, forbids us to entertain ſuch 


4 hope, fo long as we retain ſuch a character. 
Ifrael and Judah were never again united ; 
did the ten tribes ever return from their cap- 


II. i. 7. "IC 4 


4 Ezek. xx. 6. 
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tivity. But Judah likewiſe, in about a ccn- 
tury aſterwards,“ was ruined as a nation. 


This promiſe was annexed to the ſanflifica- 


tion of the Sabbath, becauſe the due uſe of this 


day to the honour of the great Creator, the one 
true God, would keep the Jews from worſhip- 
ping the Gods that made not the Heavens and the 
earth, —during their captivity among an idola- 
trous people ; and would tend to cultivate in 
them at all times, all thoſe good diſpoſitions, 
which. would ſecure to them, that comprehen- 
five honour, which God has promiſed to. Hen 


that honour him; all divine bleſſings, public and 


private, temporal and eternal. Ztzernal I add; 
for that this promiſe intimated more than the 
compleateſt enjoyments of an earthly Canaan, 
even to the ſeed of Iſrael according to the fleſh, 


can hardly be doubted. The patriarchs a died 


in faith, not having received this promife in its 


* One hundred and thirty three years. Compare the 
margin of your Bibles, 2 Kings, xviii. 10. with 2 Kings, . 
. 3. 4. 5 i 
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temporal ſenſe; they looked for a better country, 
that is, an heavenly. And in this nobleſt ſenſe, 
the Prophet addreſſes all true Iſraelites, all the 
ſpiritual feed of faithful Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, to the end of the world : they are all 
ſeeking that Heaven, of which Canaan was but 
a type: and they ſeek it, by acquiring here the 

capacity of enjoying it hereafter. To which 
purpoſe the Sabbath is wiſely and kindly a- 
dapted. | 


Indeed, they enjoy a foretaſte of it now : 
the belief and expeQation of Heaven afford 
the beſt ſuſtenance, 'and the higheſt delight to 
the immortal ſoul, while on its Journey towards 
it. So ſays the pious and excellent Dr. Watts, 


The men of grace have found 

Glory begun below; 

4 Celeſtial fruits on earthly ground, 
From faith and hope may grow*®*,”? 


For faith (ſays the great Apoſtle) 2s the evidence. 
of things not ſeen ; the ſubſtance of things hoped 


9 Book ii. hymn zo. 


for. 


4 


or., And hope is the ſummum bonum, or chief 
good, of this world to a humane creature; it is 
an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedſaſt, en- 
tering within the veil of unſeen eternity: it 
maketh not aſhamed ; it ſaves even now, all 
thoſe who lay hold of it, from the confuſion, 
perplexity, and diſappointment which attend 
thoſe, who, while they are toſſed on “ the 
waves of this troubleſome world,” have all their 
treaſure bound up in this poor uncertain life ; 
who, neglecting the helm of faith, and the an- 
chor of hope, are driven out into the bound- 
leſs ocean of deſpair, where they at length 
make ſhipwreck of their bodies and ſouls at 
once; and then all their thoughts periſh. 


To conclude, e The ill ſucceſs of nations, 
the misfortunes of individuals, the diſſentions of 


ſtateſmen, the quarrels of neighbours, the per- 


plexities of councils, and the confuſion of fa- 
milies, may be juſtly conſidered as the melan- 
choly fruits of zrreligion -* | the molt fertile ſoil 
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of which baneful root, is,---the profanation of the 
Sabbath.) © For as long as the bleſſed God, the 
giver of every good gift, and the fountain of 


merey is diſhonoured, neglected, and forgotten, 


b long will it be unreaſonable to expect either 
public or private happineſs*.” 


But on the other hand; moſt ſure and fled- 


faſt is the hope which all pious obſervers of the 


Sabbath build upon the threefold promiſe in 
my text. For he is faithful that has made it; 


it proceeds from God that cannot lie; the mouth 


of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 


Bleſſed, therefore, thrice bleſſed, is the man 
that doeth this, and layeth hold on it, that keepeth 
the Sabbath from polluting it. Which that we 
may all do, and be both here, and for ever 
happy, God of his infinite mercy grant, thro* 
the e of his Holy 1. eq our A 


* See a valuable Sermon preached at che ans at 
- Briſtol, May 1 by the Rev. Abraham Elton. | 


and 
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and for the fake of his bleſſed Son our Savi- 
our; to whom, three perſons, but one God, 


be glory, praiſe, and worſhip, now and ever 


more. 
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RULES FOR THE MANAGEMENT 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


PARISH OF STROUD. 


wo Sv maſter [or dame] appointed by the 
| ſubſcribers, ſhall attend [at his or her own 
houſe] every Sunday morning, during the ſum- 
mer, from eight till half after ten; and every 


Sunday evening, during the ſummer, (except 


the ſecond in every month) from half an hour 
after five till eight o'clock, to teach reading, 
the church catechiſm, and ſome ſhort prayers 


from a little collection by Dr. Stonehouſe; and 
alſo to read (or to have read by ſome of thoſe 


who attend, if any can do it ſufficiently) three 
or four chapters of the Bible in ſucceſſion, that 
N 3 people 


ad ae. A * 


— - 


e ͤů8N— yp  - 
- — 


2 "Ez 
- — —up— —— — — 
—— 


— ww AC ů — — — 


: — * - > : % 


* 
W T4 — : 
— 4444 va RUGS — — oy — 


- —_— = 
- 


bd — as ey." 
"> * _ 
. ** . 2 , — — : > 
PIR . — - - * PR _ 0 * _ . WW - " 
45 240 — — — , PD fe i oo o o< 
- 


A 4 rr gods I — . 4 


- 
—— 


— © . 
— - 
2 A > 1 - 


1 —— — — 
— 


1 42 J 
people may have connected ideas of the hiſtory 
and conſiſtency of the ſcriptures. 


II. The perſons to be taught are chiefly the 
young, who are paſt the uſual age of admiſſion 
to the weekly ſchools, and by being obliged to 
labour for their maintenance, cannot find time 
to attend them. But grown perſons that cannot 
read, who are deſirous of hearing God's word, 


and wiſh to learn that excellent ſhort account 


of the faith and practice of a chriſtian, the 
church catechiſm, are deſired to attend, and 
endeavour to learn, by hearing the younger 
taught and inſtructed. | 

III. Some of the ſubſcribers will in turn viſit 
theſe ſchools, to ſee that their deſign is duly 
purſued; and give ſome little reward to the 


firſt, ſecond, and third moſt deſerving in each 


; {c hool. | a | 


IV. The ſubſcribers will keep & blank book, 
in which ſhall be entered the names of all thoſe 
4 parents 
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parents, and other perſons, who, having need, 
of theſe helps, neglect to ſend their children, 
or to attend; and of thoſe who behave impro- 
perly when they attend; with intent that they 
may be excluded from the alms and other cha- 
ritable aſſiſtance of the benevolent. Thoſe, 
who will take no care of their own ſouls, de- 


ſerve not that others ſhould take care for their 
bodies. 


V. All that attend theſe ſchools, ſhall, as 
much as may be, attend the public worſhip 
both morning and afternoon on Sunday ; and 
ſhall afſemble at church on the ſecond evening 


ol every month at ſix o'clock, to be examined, 


and to hear a plain expoſition of the catechiſm, 
which the miniſter will endeavour to give them. 


- From a due attention to theſe articles, it is 


hoped and believed (with the divine bleſſing) 


will ariſe in the minds of thoſe, who obſerve 


them, ſome concern for their immortal ſouls, 
which, 
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which, without the knowledge of and obedience 
to God's will, muſt periſh everlaſtingly ; a ha- 
bit of reverence for the Sabbath ; and a wil- 
lingneſs to attend the public worſhip in a regu- 
lar and devout manner. 


Some ſincere friends of religion, ſuppoſing that 
the foregoing rules might find their way beyond 
the limits of the pariſh, for the uſe of which 
they were framed, adviſed to ſubjoin an account 
and explanation of them ; wiſhing they may fur- 

_ niſh ſome hints to perſons diſpoſed to eftabliſh 


Schools of this nature in other places. 


A ſoon as the writer was apprized of the be- 
neficial effects of Sunday- Schools, as con- 
dutted at GLocesTeR, he perceived they would 


tend at once to leſſen his Sunday evening's la- 


bour of teaching, examining, and inſtructing the 


poor children of his pariſh in the church- cate- 
chiſm, and.to render it more effectual. The 
propoſal 
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propoſal was no ſooner made, than it met with the 


approbation and aſſiſtance of a few individuals, 


and four of theſe Schools were opened in this 


pariſh in May and June laſt. The number of 


N who attend them 1 is about 140. 


There have MY for many years in this pa- 
Tiſh weekly ſchools, ſupported by ſubſcription, 
and an annual charity ſermon, The children 


who attend theſe are about 130. Yet many 


were the young perſons who had been pre- 


vented, or had neglected, or otherwiſe loſt the 
benefit of theſe ſchools. 


The Sunday Schools were therefore juſtly 
eſteemed a neceſſary ſupplement to the former 


inſtitution; and by means of both, it may be 


hoped, that no one among us will remain long 


unpoſſeſſed of the ability to read the word of 


God for himſelf, which ought to be the privi- 


lege (nay, is the right) of every perſon born 


and bred in a Chriſtian country. 


as 
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As an early habit of reverencing and rightly 
uſing the Sabbath muſt be laid in the riſing ge- 
neration, as one of the foundation- ſtones of that 
reformation devoutly wiſhed for by all ſerious 
perſons, the attendance on public worſhip is 
particularly inſiſted on. To promote which, 
ſome of the rewards to be given are the moſt 
neceſſary articles of apparel; and thro' the 
failure of the clothing manufaQuure in this 
county, theſe are wanting to many who do, 
and to more that would, attend theſe ſchools. 
This, it is hoped, will be looked upon as a 
ſufficient apology for ſetting the price of one 
ſhilling on ſo ſmall a tract. | 


Some of the children, who are brought up to 
other communions, are enjoined to attend their 
reſpective places of worſhip conſtantly and de- 


.voutly, and required to give an account of the 


preacher's text. 


The other rewards are Bibles of different 


 tizes, New Teſtaments, Dr. Stonehouſle's ** Pray- 


Crs 


3 


ers for private perſons, families, &c.” men- 
tioned, rule the iſt, © Admonitions againſt 
ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking, and drunkenneſs,” 
catechiſms, and papers of hymns, 


The time before divine ſervice in the morn- 
Ing 1s employed in learning to ſpell and read. 
The reading in the evening is performed by 
thoſe who can read fluently, as it is intended 


for the edification of all. The. rules are read 


every Sunday evening as ſoon as the children 
are aſſembled. After reading three, four, or 
hve chapters of the Bible (more or leſs, as the 
connexion of the paſſage may require) the 
prayers are repeated. The youngeſt are taught 
firſt Dr. Watts's ſhort prayers, pages 42 and 
43 of the above-mentioned collection; when 
they are perfect in theſe, they learn the ad- 
ditions to them; and perſons of more advanced 
age learn the longer pray ers of Biſhop Wilſon 
and Biſhop Giblon. While one is ſpeaking 
aloud the prayer, or anſwer of the cate- 
chiſm, all the reſt are required to repeat the 


ſame 
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As an early habit of reverencing and rightly 
uſing the Sabbath mult be laid in the riſing ge- 
neration, as one of the foundation-ſtones of that 
reformation devoutly wiſhed for by all ſerious 
perſons, the attendance on public worſhip is 
particularly inſiſted on. To promote which, 
ſome of the rewards to be given are the moſt 
neceſſary articles of apparel; and thro' the 
failure of the clothing manufaQure in this 
county, theſe are wanting to many who do, 
and to more that would, attend theſe ſchools. 
This, it is hoped, will be looked upon as a 
ſufficient apology for ſetting the price of one 
ſhilling on ſo ſmall a tract. 


Some of the children, who are brought up to 
other communions, are enjoined to attend their 
reſpective places of worſhip conſtantly and de- 
voutly, and required to give an account of the 
preacher's text. Mane 5 


The other rewards are Bibles of different 
1zes, New Teſtaments, Dr. Stonehouſe's“ Pray- 


ers 


Is up 


ers for private perſons, families, &c.” men- 
tioned, rule the 1ſt, Admonitions againſt 
ſwearing, ſabbath-breaking, and drunkenneſs,” 
catechiſms, and papers of hymns, 


| The time before divine ſervice in the morn- 
Ing 1s employed in learning to ſpell and read. 
The reading in the evening is performed by 
thoſe who can read fluently, as it is intended 
for the edification of all. The rules are read 
every Sunday evening as ſoon as the children 
are aſſembled. After reading three, tour, or 
hve chapters of the Bible (more or leſs, as the 
connexion of the paſſage may require) the 
prayers are repeated. The youngelt are taught 
firſt Dr. Watts's ſhort prayers, pages 42 and 
43 of the above-mentioned collection; when 
they are perfect in theſe, they learn the ad- 
ditions to them ; and perſons of more advanced 
age learn the longer prayers of Biſhop Wilſon 
and Biſhop Giblon. While one is ſpeaking 
aloud the prayer, or anſwer of the cate- 
chiſm, all the reſt are required to repeat the 
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ſame in a whiſper ; by which, inattention and 


trifling are in a great meaſure prevented,” and 
a rapid progreſs is made in fixing what is to be 
learned in the memory. The miniſter and ſome 
of the ſubſcribers attend one of theſe Schools 
every Sunday evening, and make ſuch familiar 


obſervations on the ſcripture and catechiſm as 
they think adapted to ſuch young minds. 


The moſt deficient ſcholars attend one or 


two other evenings in the week, for about two 
hours, at the houſe of the maſter or dame. 


The teachers are ſober, ſerious perſons, whoſe 
conſcientious aſſiduity may be depended on, 
and whoſe indigent circumſtances make the 
moderate pay of one ſhilling per Sunday an 
acceptable recompence. 


The benefits which may accrue to the perſons 


thus taught, conſidered as creatures made for 
eternal happineſs or miſery, conſtitute an argu- 


ment 


49] 
ment for theſe inſtitutions to every religious 
mind, to which it is needleſs to attempt to 
add more weight. And let thoſe, who are 
not diſpoſed to attend to this argument, re- 
volve in their minds the improved comforts 
of ſociety, which muſt ariſe from a lively ſenſe 
of decency, honeſty, fidelity, gratitude, ſub- 
miſhon, and regularity, univerſally inculcated 
in the minds of the poorer ſort of people. 
Will it not make them more honeſt and du- 
tiful ſervants, more faithful huſbands and wives, 
more careful and affectionate fathers and mo- 
thers ? Will it not give to the inferior claſs 
of people that deſirable reſpect for themſelves, 
which makes them prefer the carning their own 
ſubſiſtence, to cringing for relief to the bur- 
thened eſtates of their ſuperiors ? Will it not 
diſpoſe them contentedly and chearfully to get 
their own living, and to do their duty in what- 
ever ſtate of life it ſhall pleaſe God te place 
them? And let humanity enquire, whether it 
will not tend to thin our crowded priſons, 


to ſhorten the long black calendar of criminals 
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at' our aſſizes, and to ſilence that well known 

reproachful- accuſation of a Chriſtian country, 
uttercd/by almoſt every malefaQtor- at the fatal 
tree,—that he owes his ruin to his not being edu- 
cen in a due Pac of the: Sabbath. 


"If theſe queries WENT but this inder, ce that 

probably ſuch good effects may ariſe from theſe 
inſtitutions, it is a ſufficient reaſon why every 
one, who regards his own. intereſt chiefly, 
ſhould concur in ſupporting them, with thoſe 
who al on more extended views. 
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